Lions Tales
Fall 2018
From the Governor’s Desk
Paul’s Ponderings
Thoughts from the district governor elect

District Governor

Paul Murray

Hello Paul. As I speak to you, it is December 1970. You are a senior at the Tennessee
School for the Blind. It’s Friday and everyone getting ready fo go home for the holidays.
But first, there is the program in the auditorium. There will be music from various groups.
But then, comes what everyone is waiting for. You, along with your fellow students, are
about to get a Christmas gift from some fellows called lions. First, there will be introductions of men from something called districts with letters and numbers. You know the man
leading the program. He was your parent’s insurance agent. At one time, he came by to
collect premiums, and before leaving, he would say “See you at Christmas.”
Another
student in the auditorium is John JoneYou graduated in June, 1971 and life went on. You
would attend Tennessee Tech, and work various jobs throughout your life. Later, in the late
1980’s and 90’s you would study Bible and ministry at Trevecca Nazarene University.
Meanwhile, you would lose contact with the lions. But in 1994, Paul, that will change.
Remember Johnny? You will talk with each other on an almost weekly basis. But a
conversation between y’all in the fall of 1994 will send your life in a different direction.
You, see, Johnny will be a member of the lions club. He will be there for nearly 40 years.

Y’all talked about to become a lion. You told him that you would be interested. Johnny will make some phone calls, and you will
attend your first lions meeting in November, 1994. It will be the Donelson lions club. In December, ’95, you will go to T.S.B. for
lion’s day at the school, and hand out your first Christmas gift as a lion. The circle was complete, however, you are not done yet.
You will hold several offices in the club and district. In 1997-98, you will be asked to be a zone chairman. You won’t know what
they do, but will learn. You will do that for several years. You thought at times that you could not be elected as president, but in
2000-01, you will serve as president of the Donelson lions club.
For several years you will serve as district chaplain. In 2016 you will be elected as 2 nd vice district governor, beginning a new phase
of your life in lions. Then will come first vice district governor. And now, you’re preparing to become district governor. There will
be times that you will wonder if the job isn’t too big. There will be days of doubt, but you will have supporting friends to help.
Well, Paul, it’s June, 2018. You are preparing to go to Las Vegas for your final round of DGE training. There will be others in the
training that will be from other cultures. Their languages will be different, but they too will have hopes and dreams for their districts.
On July 3rd, you and your fellow DGE’s will pull the elect ribbon from your badge to become district governors.
Well, Paul, as you sit there in the auditorium, I say Merry Christmas. Don’t spend it all in one place. As to your future as a district
governor, good luck.
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Welcome to the leaders of District 12-I for
the 2018-2019 Lions year.
Left:

District Governor Paul Murray
Donelson Lions Club

Center: 1VDG Marjorie Crowell
Williamson Cy. Lions Club
Right: 2VDG Tommy Goetz
Columbia Lions Club
Lets all work with them to make this the
best year ever for the Lions of District 12I

We in District 12I wishe to
express our appreciation to
PDG Mark Kassing for the
excellent job you did as 20172018 District Governor….
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Past International President
Austin P. Jennings

The Franklin Lions Club honored two long
time servants at our annual awards and
installation dinner this week. Bill Veevers
has been our secretary and Claude Bates
has been our treasurer for over a decade
each. We thanked them for their service
with a beautiful cake.

Tennessee Lions were saddened by the passing of PIP Austin Jennings, on
July 7, 2018 at the age of 92. He was much loved and will be missed.
Austin joined the Woodbury Lions Club in 1949 and served in many club
offices. His role in Lionism grew to include Zone Chairman and District
Governor. Fellow Woodbury native Dr. Walter Campbell urged Austin to
seek greater participation in Lionism on a global scale. He was elected to the
office of International Director 1976-78 and as International President of
Lions Clubs in 1988-89. Austin was instrumental in establishing the Lions
SightFirst program which has helped restore sight to thirty million people
around the world. He was a vocal proponent of Lions Kid Sight, a national
program that annually screens over a million preschool and school-aged
children for vision problems. Austin has been a major supporter and fundraiser for the Tennessee Lions Eye Center at Vanderbilt Eye Institute, the
regional center for pediatric ophthalmology services, and served on the Board
of Directors for the Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital

Columbia United Lions Club collected 797
pairs of eyeglasses for John Boyle's Eagle
Scout project!
Sponsored by
College Grove Lions Club
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Houston County Lion Shares 100th birthday with LCI
Sharing the milestone of 100 years with Lions Clubs International, Lion Evelyn
Alsobrooks celebrated her birthday December 8. Miss Evelyn became the first woman
member of the club when she joined in March, 1994, sponsored by her late husband,
Lion George. In 1996/97, she was the first woman to serve as club president. She has
been an active member, doing her share of the work of both service projects and fundraisers and serving on the Sight Service committee. She became a Melvin Jones
Fellow in March 2006. She is also an inspiration to others; many years ago, she
lost her right arm in a car accident and, as therapy, taught herself to paint with
her left hand (note the clocks on the wall). She has been a teacher, an
entrepreneur, and, during WWII she worked as a "Rosie the Riveter" in Detroit.

New Officers are:
President Ryan Reid
1st Vice President Kathey Grodi
2nd Vice President Scott Richardson
Secretary Deborah Mohline
Treasurer Susan Nicols
Lion Tamer Marjorie Crowell
Tail Twister Deborah Mohline
Membership Chair Kathey Grodi
Program Chair Diane Crowell Adams
Web Chair Mike Anderson
Sensory Garden for the Blind Chair
Chuck Wells
Board of Directors Ryan Reid, Mike
Anderson,
Diane Crowell Adams

Past District Governor Keith Lawrence led the officer installation for the
2018-2019 Williamson County Lions Club officers and directors.

12I Lions attending were PDGs Ann and Frank Young, PDG
Ralph Brewer, PDG Ron Anderson and Celia, PDG Mark
Kassing and Bobbye, PDG Keith Lawrence and Andrea, PDG
Ed Lantz and Sue, and Honorary Member Jim Milom.

Nolensville Lions promoting safety on the highways
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The New Johnsonville Lions Club donated 150.00 to the
Caring for Kids with Cancer Organization. Pictured is
Club Treasurer, Scott Daniel presenting a the check to
Marlena Bohanon, with the organization.

LION’S DAY AT TENNESSEE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND
DECEMBER 2018
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2018-2019 Club Officers were installed at our meeting last night. From left to right: Wayne Siniard, Secretary; Mike Zeitner, President; Roger
Harwell, 2nd Vice President; Dwight Mashburn, Director 1 Year & Lion Tamer; Bonnie Mashburn, Tail Twister; Mike Magnusson, 1st Vice
President, Director 2 Years, & Club Membership Chair Person; Joe Douthit, Treasurer. Not Pictured: Shara Flacy, Director 2 Years; Nick
Holland, Director 1 Year, Jin Todd, 3rd Vice President; Savannah Horn, Club Service Person.

The Chapel Hill Lions Club was recently at CHES participating in The Dictionary Project. We donated and passed
out dictionaries to every 3rd grader. This event is held annu-
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